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A, Hanri Ribiere, tho formsr Preuch deputy, was reportedly semt to Rome by
hempdier on 2 Sopbember to talk to Giuseppe Sarsgat with the eim of Prow
moting the following:

1.  To reunite, if possible, the Socislist forces of the PSLI
and the ISI to form one large Sosielist Party for arki-
Communi.st work.

&»  To prevent union with the PST while it is allied vrith the
Sommmiste. '

e To try o gain FSLI participation in the G irnment.

B ibiere's mission for the durakion of which he stayed et the French Embessy
in Rows. has been confirmed on essontial points a8 n+tad in the folleoeing
roport on the relations bebween the FSLI and the Fremch Socialists.

1; To understend the present crientaticn of French focialism, as repre-
sented by Guy Mollet, or that divected by Ramedics, 4% is necessary

g to review soma or the previous political moves wihiich soncern the frya
- metio of the Socialist Party of Italian Workers (FSLI).
[ 1]
B\, £
s 2 Ze Pefora the aplit (in the PSLI) the membors of the Guy Molilet group
A b wore close friends of the "Inizietive Socialist " Socialists, whar
< g X they congidered similar to themsslves; thir-is praved by the feeb
2 Eey that when Merio Zagari, Metteo Matteotti and Doctors Solari and
£2©° 3 iibertini want to Farisz, they decided o form an Ttalo~Franch 1iai=
gi; © - son committes for Lhe mume periodical. Zagari, who was directing
§ g ° the internationdl office of the PSIUP (Partito Sceielisie Ttalisno
°g, 8 di Unita’ Proletaria) at this time (Saptember 1948), also trisd o
2880 dsvise a means of teking common scticn on the occ-gion of the comvoe
Fogs cation of the Imternational Scoialist Conference.

3, TFollowing the eplit in Janmuary 1847, the reletions between those ad-
herents wers modified for a time, and Guy Mollet, Jaan Rous, Yves
Dachezelles and Marceau Pivert looked with s certain sugpicion on
the Socialiste who had formed the PSLT with Sarapnt. Alse, Sarspat
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himself and men like hi~, sueh ae Andre Thilip, Daniel liayer and Leon
Blum, wore looked upon with suspicion for the simple reason that it was
holieved that Saragat’s atbvempts were too preeipitous and consequently
doomed to failure within the space of a few monthse

After the split, tho PSLI kept their "rench corpanions informed on the
reasons for the break and on the developmcnt_ of the new party in Italy,

Guy liollet, however, was extremely rigid in regard tc all the PSLI Sow
cialists, and for about throe or four nonths even reised to answer the
lotters and memoranda which Matteo Matbeotti » in hies jogition of direc~
tor of the intornmationsl office of the PSLI sent regularly to the SFIO0
(cection Prancaise Interrationale tivridre - French Socialist Party),

On his part, saregat did not hositate to continue writing to his per-
gonol friends in Franee, but the only answer he received was "that these
friends wanted to see the mew party prove itself”, "and that they be-
lioved there was need to make every effort to overecoro disagreenents of
a personal character, and restoras the unity of the party”.

On the ove of the Socialist Cenference in Zurich, the PSLI deocided to
send latteotti to France in order that he right inform Guy Mollet on the
specific reasone for the split as well as to meke him uaderstend the obe
Jectives which the PSLI was hoping to accomplish in Itaely by developing
an autonomous Socialist peolitical line. '

From that tine, or at least from Yay 1947, relations 'wtween the Ytalian
Socialists of the PSLI and the ¥rench were restored, :r at least friendly
relations were initiated which today are beconing strongere

The Trench Socinlists on the eve of the Sceialist Conforence i Zurich
did not hesitate to vmrn the Italians of the distrust with wh? ch they
were looked upon by the rensh Socialists, and consequently to :»rearm
them against any eventual attack, A deleration whichwent to Zur.ch,
camposed of Alberto Simenini, Giuseppe Faravelll, Matiecotti and folari,
wis thus able to present various memorands, and thanks to the support
of the French, to be heard by the Commissione

Above all, the Italians hoped that the French would support thelr requests
to be admitted to the International, st least as observers. The requast
would have been rsremted if a dispute had not arisen between the tws Fr-nch
delepates, Salomon Grumbach and Leon Boutbien, in which the former declared
himself in favor of Nenni and Basso, having been won over by these, while
Boutbien on the other hand declared himself in favor of the Seragat PSLI
delegates. This impasse produced a paralysis among the French achsrents,
and resulted inthe exclusion of the Italian members of the PSLI as simle
observers in the confersence. ' :

Novertheless, this episcde helped the Italinns to f orm even closer rela-
tiang with the Frrnoh and on their return to Italy, latteotti lost no
time in informing Cuy l'ollet of what had hap:ensd and of the ambiguous
bohavior of Grumbach, whom he accused of parnitting himself to be doceived
by the PSI fusionists. .
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Guy Mollet now took a personal interest in the question and bogen to
rneke detailed inquiries into the events leading to the split in the PBSI
(Yartito Socialista Italieno) whish gave birth to the new Sccialist
Party of Italien Tiorkerse He was apparently not content morely with
explanatory correspondence but roquested on various occesions that
Itolian delegates of the PSLI come to Paris.

The orientation of the SFIO in rogard to the FSLI eventvally changed,
Jean Rous revealed to members of the "Iniziativa" (in a perscnal letter
directed to Zagari, Giuliano Vessalli and Latteotti) tve reasons why
Mollet end the other members of tha party had previously looked with
distrust on the PSLI. The basic reason was this: Thile Mollet wms al-
vays ready to justify the motives whioh prompted the directors of the
"Iniziativa" in detaching themselves from the I'SIUP, he could never juse
tify a Leftewing group such as the "Iniziativa" becoming united at the
time of the split with Ripht-wing elements such as the "Critics Sociale"
and Saraget. The latter, lollet had always considered an anent of the
“Vatican end of the Amcricans,

This revelation iz important in the light of what is heppening in the

SFI0 today, and in viow of the following reports which prove that l'ollet
has always looked on Saragat with hostility. Mollet shows the same hog= -
tility towsrd Bamndier whom he conasiders the French Seregate Such an .
abtbitude will be refleoted in his plan vhich he is now developing (acw
cording to the information the FSLI has been able to obtain) in the SFI0

to mke the reformist Right-wire of his party'a distinet minority, by
cambatting it until it is impotent. Itollov uesirea an iusnvices sorugglo
wi the pakt of the Italiane asgainst both Seragat and the "Critica Sociele”,
with whom, however, the directors of the "Iniziative" allied themselves

at the time of the split,

However, in view of the lengthy explanstions tendered lollet after the
Zurich conference which were bolstersd by the facts which Jean Rous brought
to its attention, the FSLI docided to send always men belonging to the
"Iniziativa Socialista" to France. Concaquently, as a result of repeated
invitatione, Virgilio, Dagnino, Lucio, Libertini, Uatteo l'atteotti, and
Vassalli (all of the "Iniyietiva") went to Paris for various meetings and
confercnces, and eventually succeeded in reingratiating themselves with
Lollet and the others, thereby effecting the reestablisiment of relations
between the PSLI and the SFI0.

The PSLI emissaries found an open d efender in liarceau Pivert, vwho urged
Ilellet to disorm and withdraw his official eppreval of the Basso=Nermi
Poaty, end give it to the PSLI. It was actually Pivert rather than Cuy
Liollet who insisted on maintainine r elations with the Ttel iang, and faci-
1itated their trips to Farils, From Pivert cams the formal pr-nise that
the SFIO would support the PSLI rather than the PSI at the next conference
of the Internationsl in Decenber.

The definitive resolution of this chanpe was t he disavewml of Grumbasch's

work, which wes judged harmful to the Farty and as & result of which Grum-
bach wae stripped of all authority in the Porty’s Internationel political
program, control of which vms assumed by Boutbien, the friend of the PSLI.
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Vhen the Sooialist Conpgress vms held at Lyons, llemi's deputy Basso
was surprised to find an unexpected guest in the personm of Virgilio
Dagnino, who had bacn sent by the PSLI on the invitation of the French,
and sat at the President's table. Pivert made a vigorous speech in
full session mgeinst the Nemni followers, favoring the FLI saying
that the latter vras ocomposed of true Socislict and inter-ationalists.
TFollowing this specch, statements by Guy ¥ollet (attribuied to the
intervention frem Paris of Corrado Bonfantini, editor of the Turin
londo Nuove) resulted in formal statements of sdhorence in favor of
the e

In spite of the presomt day etbitude of the SFIO teoward “he FSLI s OF
rather, toward the men of the "Iniziative Socialista", it is still
necassary to examine the behind-the-scene facts which explain this
excessive sympathy of Guy lollet's and his friends for tle new So-
cialist Party., The truth of the matter is that Mollet is using the
FSLI to sharpem his dealinga withthe faction led by Ramacdier, which
he is knowm to opposea

For this reason, it it necessary to insort several episodes which ex-
plain among other things the disavowsl of Grumbach (vho belongs to the
reform group), and the fight which Mollet is waging ageinst Remadier.

It must be noted that while Guy Mollel has completely revorsed his po~
sition vis-a=-vis the PSLI, the right wine members of the SFIO have not
done likewise. They accuse Guy l'ollet of wishing (by such meneuvers )
Yo work on an international plan for the establishment of e strong auto-
nomous left wing eroup, from which reforrists and social democratic ela-
nents would be excluded. This lonp=term strategy of llollet's is reporte
edly at the botbom of his excessive sympathy for the PELI, or rather
for the men of the "Iniziativa Socialista",

In regard to the FSILI, Rrmadler is following a progronm completely dif-
Perent from Mollet's or that of the Party, ¥hile he does not look on
Saragat with hostility, he is trying in evory way to reunite the I'ST
and the PSLI, for he is convinced that this would produce a Party in
which the Italian Left wine (like that of lollet) would end up as a
minority, as they were in the old P™SIUP. Ramadier is consequently one
of those who hope that the Italian factions in direct opposition to the
Vollet plan, will reunite in ome strong Socialist Farty.

It is botter for Remadier, or rather for his Woliecy, to Five a large
united Socielist Party vhich would inevitably be social ¢ zmocratic in
color, rathor than a Yarty which is weéak, but in vhich lLeftist olements
like the "Iniziativa" could prevail or impose a policy moreor less
similar to that of l'ollet, who is consisbtently intransigent in regard
to the Governmont's poliocy, '

To prove tizis faot, there are two incidents which show how Ramadier
works diplomatically in regard to the I'SLI, end particularly to Saraget.
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25. About a wesk ero Snra-at received a personal letter from Blum and com-
muniecated the contents to the members of the Direstorcie. In the letter
Blum expregsed sympathy for the PSLI Socialists and perticularly for
Saragat, but at the samo tire he urped them to make every effort to ree-
store the Socialist Party's unity. The letter naturally implied thet
he did not in the 1rast wish for the return of a new Socialist movement
refounded on fusionist rosition, but on Social-demseratic foundation,

26. A few doys after he received this letter, sSarapat was askoed to a cone
ference with Henri Bibiers, who had been purposely sent by Ramadier on
"irportont Farty snd rovermment matters". The conference was held in
the Rome Directorate of the PSLI3 Saragat and Vassalli, Party Secretary,
were present. The French deputy asked for inforration on the Ttalian
situation, or rather, on the Socinlist Parties.

25X1X

27, m Vassalli, quickly told Ribiere of the
) 18putos s existing in the "SI, wherc there was n strong faction

opposing the Basso-Fenni poliey as beine too olose to the Corrmnists.
For e nurber of personal and professional reasons, and also bacause

of their timldity, these men have not been able to maks +the present

PSI Directorate a minority group, vith the result that the Ragso=Nenni
group blocked every attempt to clarify poliey, DBecausec of thisg, in
their reletiohs as "pood neighbors with the FSI", the PSLI members have
come to vork on & lovel of personael approaches and relations, founded
on contacts -~ byt not on a political level. “assalli nlso memtioned
the repeated sscret reetings, from which Rosso and Henni were excluded,
between Sarapgat, Lombardo ef the ™SI, Silone and other ST delegates
who were inclined to ¢ ee the two Farties rcunited.

28. Ribiere then said that Remadier considercd the Italian situation very
dangerous, and that the exclusion of both Socialist Farties from the
government could do nothing but ageravete the situstion. It prevented,
furthermore, a fuller collaboration in the Narshall Plan, a project om
which the French ond Italiasn Socialists should have boen sble to meci
and find common bases of aproement, Ribicre then askod mbhout the
future of the De Gasperi Government, and if there wore any chance that
the PSLI might enter it.

29. Saragat replied that De Gasperi had sent out foclers fur a cabinet rew
grouping, but that as far as he {Saragat) versonally was concerned the
entry of tho LI into the government wes dependent upon a complete
chenge pf government. Sararat added that he hoped to decide the pro=
blen at the next Farty oonference in mid-Scptember,

30. Vassnlli also pointed out in this conmection that there were, in general,
two strons factions in the party, one favoring collaboration with,the
other demanding the exclusion ofythe Rirhtist Christinn Democrets as
the condition for collahorations The latter group, he said, could broadiy
be identified with the Youth Forces and the "Iniziativa' group, emong
whom he also noticed a faction very similer to that of Guy ollet.

3l1. Ribiere then said frankly that a rapprochment among the Socialists in
which old polemics and old disputes were forgotten, would be favored
by Lamadier ond other international Scecialists, becouse a new Farty
unity wovld give Italy e solidarity of deputies and thus perrit her
to have o povernmwent similer to Parmedier®se. This type of governrent ,
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he explained, "would enjoy much internotional support", mad if it
were scoomplished in Ttaly, would strongthen the Remadier regime,
which i3 the target of strong Comrunist opposition, snd is not too
viell supported by the directors of the SFI0.

Vassulli replicd that the PSLI was favorably disposed, in principle,
to a reunion of Socinl ist forces, and expressed the opinion that =
strong united Party wonld be in a position to attack the problem of
the formation of o new government with a more stable foundation.
‘lloviever, a ‘series of difficulties stood in the vay of such an schieve-
ment, amons which firured the secterian loyalties of the PSI directors
who recently preferred to align themsolves vith the Commnists, rathor
then with the FSLI, to form a sinrle tickot (Dloceo del Popolo) in the
Rome administrative elections. Vascolli furthor oited a series of ine
cidents (as well ag of agrressions and violont acts) through which the
ST tried to hamper the activity of the Seragat Soecislist Party.

Ribiere left, sayine he would report to Ranadier on the Italian siuta-
tions He expressed a parting hope and desire that all obstacles would
be overcome, and the reunion would occur very shortly, not only for rea-
sons of internal stability, but also to avoid breoks in the interrational
collaboration of the Socialist Parties of various countries.

This disoussion wms interpreted in different vieys by the two FSLI meme
bers. Sararat considered it an attenpt by Ramadier to institute &
policy similar to his in Italy, a fact which woirld strengthen his and
Saragat's position in the domestie and international field, Vossalli,
however, considered it a deronghration of the ineffioiency of the Pa-
madier rovernment, which realized it was loging ground avery day and
therefore, sought every support, even from s TSLI Socialist whom it had
negiected until e few months ago, and also as a proof of the dissension
existing between llollet and Ramadier.

To thie episode must ba added the fnets which were reported by the PSLI
delerate who wes sent to Enrland and France to inform the Socialists of
those countries on the Itslian situation. Ur. Valerio ‘gostinone, ote
tache to the I'S.I International office, and lVatteotti, were sent to Eng-
lend and France to infsr= the Socialists of t hose countries on the Ita=-

lian situation and to establigh personal contacts with the leading repre-

sentatives of Socialism there,

In Fnrland Arostinone talked with Denis Henly, Internationsl Seeretary
of the Labor Party, and found the Labor larty oxtremely fovorsble to the
PSLI, although not oponly so. Healy expressed the hope that the PSLI
would not have to enter the government at the moment beconge thev wonld
ond by pleying the Demo=Christian ~ame without guarentess of any lrinde
Furthermore, their participntion in the goverment would compromise the
possibility of a future accord with the FSI Socialists who would remain
menbers of the opposition, isolated with the Conrunistsa

In France, Agostinone spoke with Jean Rous » Pivert, and finally with
Guy Ziollet and received confirmation of the favorable attitude of the
SFIO0 toward the FSLI, an attitude which it intends to meintain, Apos-
tinone wes also permitted to talk with the members of the SHNNA dele-
gation and met with the same attitude. 4Almo, Guy Mollet authorized
Apostinone to report to the Party Secretarist that the ISLI rmst divorce
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itself Srom reformist and collsborationist positions and put the poli=
cies of the parliareontarinns and of men 1ike Hamadier in the rmincrity
if they wished to keep the sympathics of the SFI0 alive.

He also said thet he, ‘ollet, war personally puilty of beins too vacile
lating in regard to Ramadier and governmental policies, but afber the
conrress of Lyons he intended to put an end to such a policy by ziving
Remadier a very decisive ohallenge. Therefore, he intends to call a
Specinl Conrress very ghortly in which Ramadier will be given these con=
ditions by the Secretariat: either resign from the government (sinde he .
hes not respected the decisions reschod by the Congress of Lyons) or be
expolled from the SFI0. The same would be done to the parliamentarians
who were too favorable to the collaborationism of Rgmadier. lollet fur-
ther told Agostinone that if this situation came to pass and the SFIO
Uecretariet were forced to expel Ramadier snd hig followers from the
party, it would undoubtedly inflict a decisive blow on the narty at the
electoral level but he snd his friends bolieve that Ghis gpuration is
necessary to crecate, once and for 11, a modern snd determined Socialist
poarty in France which would not be continually hounded by the Liphtist
reformers.

lollet told Arostincne thet he was perfeotly informed on the Italian
situation and was followine the developments of the strug~le within the
PSLI with interost. lln also hoped that the srbonomist Left wing of the
"Iniziativa Socialista" would poin the ascendency over the collaboretione
ist Ilipht winge Iis om hope was that the left wing of the TSLI would
showr equel courage in extr-me circumstances sand vhen it hnd to make greve
decislons, and would fael that it had %o support the French morbers in the
long=term work. lollet added in the talk (which was held in the preserge
of Rous und Fivert) that ho was in complote sympathy with "ageri, Lati
teotti, and Vassalll to Seragat's Critica Sociale group, and his own op=-
opinion was that the PSLI would shortly find itself faced with the some
decision that he was forced 4o take.

On the problem of Socialist unity, ho approved the conduct of the Italian
group vhich intended to o beyond the individuel end personal relation-
ships and state the problem in its true political terms in such a vway as
to make it an issue with the masses. Ile concluded by saying that in his
opinion there vne no need of sectarian positions and thab he desired to
establish a political platform of atonomous end r evolutionary Socialisom
in vhich ho could enroll the Left-wing and the “SLI and the lorces of the
Left, but not the fusionist s who romained in the PSI. This is the state
of rolations now existing betwoen the FSLI and the French Sscinlists. T

_is evident that the conflict between Ramadier and ollet will eventua’ 1y

heve its effcots on the future of the Saracat Soclalistss
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